
Out of the Ordinary 
Tours for everyone

Explore Asia



Come explore with us.

The concept of this new Explore Asia brochure is to ensure 
something is available in all of our Asia-Pacific destinations for 
all of our guests. Our specialist product teams have travelled 
to every corner of their beloved countries to produce what we 
define as exemplary tours for discerning travel connoisseurs. 

The mesmerizing bonds we have developed with our 
destinations and the people who live there are the closest one 
can find – be it an idyllic beach hideaway, or a history and 
heritage metropolis. 

Explore Asia highlights our new travel season with unique 
leisure opportunities, including exciting outdoor activities, 
themed cultural tours, charming hospitality, distinctive 
traditional cuisine, stimulating art and intriguing architecture.

Our approach is about delivering the perfect experience and 
a second tasting of ‘our Asia’ is guaranteed to deliver deep 
appreciation and long-lasting memories.

Explore Asia
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A scenic boat ride of nearly two hours, from Bali to Lombok’s 
Gili Gede, marks the start of a journey in which even the most 
insatiable travellers will find themselves lost for words. 

For two nights, the shores and gentle ocean swells of this 
island are reserved for total relaxation, with options to swim in 
clear seas, or view an underwater world of exotic marine life.

A night on Gili Asahan will surpass your wildest dreams and 
provide rare exclusivity, such as a picnic on a deserted beach. 

Our final night involves cultural exploration of one of 
Indonesia’s most alluring destinations, with a visit to an artistic 
enclave to watch artisans weave fabrics the old-fashioned 
way. Our enlightenment continues at Sukarare village to view 
authentic handicrafts that are exclusive to Lombok. 

We also explore Sade, home to the indigenous Sasak people 
who are famed for their unique elevated woven huts. We then 
have time for contemplation on the pristine shores of Kuta 
Beach. Our exploration of Lombok’s uncharted side ends with 
a transfer to your onward destination.

Seen as an otherworldly 
exploration off Lombok, yet 
bearing the name of a well-known 
group also situated off the coast of 
Lombok, Gili Gede and Gili Asahan 
instil a tropical paradise, with a 
‘Robinson Crusoe type feeling’. A 
far cry from their more popular 
Gili siblings, our four-day island 
exploration provides a feeling of 
exclusivity at a destination less 
travelled, where a languid lifestyle 
is the only way to live.

Hidden Island Hopping in 
Southern Lombok

Indonesia | Lombok | 4 Days | Authentic Trails



Singapore’s geographical position has turned it into 
more than just a commercial stronghold – it is also at the 
crossroads of a culinary explosion. This degustation themed 
tour explores every level of the Lion City’s love affair with 
food. After a day of exploration after your arrival, you will 
enjoy a tour of some authentic food courts. These culinary 
landmarks reflect Singapore’s connection with both global 
cuisine and local delicacies. 

After breakfast, we embark on an exploration of sites that 
have put Singapore on the culinary map. Brimming with life 
24/7, visitors will encounter a world of food hawker stalls 
and restaurants with Michelin-star allure. Tantalize your 
taste buds with a delicious grilled satay, or finely spiced 
Singapore chicken rice – a dish that has found global fame. 

No trip would be complete without a visit to the iconic 
Raffles Hotel’s Long Bar to partake in a cocktail master class 
to create a Singapore Sling. Our exploration continues with 
a visit to the fascinating Asian Civilisations Museum and this 
enthralling tour concludes with a dinner that showcases the 
best of Singaporean cuisine.

As a well-established destination 
of multi-cultural diversity, 
Singapore’s ethnic variety is 
also reflected in the city state’s 
connection with an abundance of 
gastronomic styles. Measured by 
what is actually served and not 
by this country’s physical location, 
our culinary trail involves a three-
day journey that will appeal to the 
most passionate of foodies. From 
local to luxury, this is the most 
authentic epicurean tour available 
and it covers every aspect of 
Singapore’s deep-rooted culinary 
scene.

Singapore | Singapore | 3 Days | Culinary Trails

The Culinary Culture of 
the Lion City



Within comfortable reach from either Siem Reap, or Phnom 
Penh, Kampong Thom is an uncharted hideaway from 
these two major tourist magnets. The soothing, provincial 
feeling of this riverside town will pervade your senses as you 
undertake a guided tuk-tuk tour of the area’s most illustrious 
shrines that pre-date the Angkor-era temples. 

Our afternoon exploration takes in the Sambor Prei Kuk 
Archaeological Site. This was once part of a larger realm that 
contained 257 ancient structures that date back to the 6th 
century. 

Centred on the old city centre of Isanapura, various 
structures created during the prosperous Pre-Angkorian 
Chenla Kingdom remain untouched – which adds to a truly 
authentic experience. The day ends with a climb up the 
steps of a mountain-top pagoda to get sublime views.

With the Stung Sen River immediately on our doorstep, 
we undertake a boat trip to get a different perspective of 
Kampong Thom. We then enjoy a stroll around the local 
market and browse ornate temples, ahead of our onward 
journey.

Nestled between Siem Reap and 
Phnom Penh, Kampong Thom 
takes us back to the Cambodia 
of a bygone era. This laid-back 
province, situated between more 
famous landmarks and modern 
locations, offers temples and 
community-based tourism for 
those seeking unique experiences 
far away from mainstream 
attractions. This fascinating 
two-day adventure will take you 
to ornate shrines older and less 
visited than the Angkor temples, 
plus interaction with Cambodian 
people a world away from the 
tourism hotspots. 

Cambodia | Kampong Thom | 2 Days | Authentic Trails

Kampong Thom’s 
Authentic Side



The hospitable Dong people, wearing exquisite tribal dress, 
welcome us into their community outside of Guilin. Our time 
here enables us to enjoy the best the mountainous province 
of Guizhou has to offer. 

An immersion into traditional farming is our first full-day’s 
experience and we will learn cultivation techniques against 
a backdrop of picturesque villages where the stock roams 
freely and lush rice paddies follow the contours of the 
landscape.

Adventure hiking takes centre stage on our third day, with an 
insight into the spiritual side of Guizhou. We can also take 
an invigorating swim in gentle streams that criss-cross our 
trekking trails. Still overlooked by the masses, exploration of 
the Miao Lands will raise your enlightenment to a new level 
and we end the day with a home-cooked meal prepared 
by our host family, with a stupendous view of the lush rice 
terraces. 

A hands-on demonstration of batik painting by the Miao 
experts is followed by a leisurely hike, ahead of our return to 
Guilin.

Inundated with awe-inspiring 
views and cultural diversity, 
Guizhou’s undulating landscape 
and heritage attractions have long 
remained under the tourism radar. 
Home to ethnicity and natural 
riches, including indigenous 
culture and rugged limestone 
mountain ranges, this five-day 
adventure takes us to a China far 
removed from the country’s surge 
to modernity. From exploring the 
Miao Lands and its tribal groups, 
to trekking trails, this excursion will 
take your senses to a higher state 
of euphoria.

China | Guizhou | 5 Days | Active Trails

Guizhou’s Signature 
Contours



Guided by a passionate tour professional, we undertake a 
sustainable approach in exploring the ‘other side’ of Bagan’s 
fabled landscape. We start with an early morning passage 
over the Irrawaddy River on a leisurely 45 km bike ride. Our 
carefully planned route includes stops to view handicraft 
enclaves and farms where age-old practices reign supreme.
 
Remote, rural villages are tangible examples of how locally 
produced merchandise can still be commercially viable and 
a means of making a living. Stops at various plantations, 
cotton and cane weaving workshops, followed by a local-
style lunch on a farm, provide an enjoyable alternative to 
Bagan’s famed antiquities.

After a restful night’s sleep in Bagan, our final day of cycling 
circumvents the Plains and points our compass needle 
towards the local charm of the Burmese people. Ahead 
of ending a 40 km ride back in Bagan, we visit a rubber 
processing factory, a betel vine plantation and try our hand 
at the art of rolling cigars. This unique tour will leave you 
with a new perspective and long lasting impressions of 
another side of Bagan. 

Inscribed with UNESCO World 
Heritage status in 2019, the 
sprawling plains of Bagan are 
the major attraction when ticking 
off your bucket list for Myanmar. 
These gems of an ancient kingdom 
– including 3,500 stupas, temples 
and shrines dating back to the 
11th century – largely overshadow 
life beyond these architectural 
wonders. With this in mind, a two-
day bicycle adventure reveals the 
communities, the people and their 
way of life along the Irrawaddy 
and into Shan State.

Myanmar | Bagan | 2 Days | Active Trails

The Unknown Gems of 
Bagan



With easy access from the island of Penang, the inland 
expedition into the green heart of Peninsular Malaysia sees 
a noticeable visual change in the landscape and this reaches 
a highpoint on this four-day adventure based at the Belum 
Rainforest Resort. Once settled into your accommodation, 
with nothing but the chorus of nature to serenade you, your 
jungle exploration begins with a boat trip on Temenggor Lake. 
This area is home to the indigenous Orang Asli tribe who are 
experts in using the resources Mother Nature has provided.
 
Following a peaceful night in the forest, we undertake a 
guided discovery of an environment that has sustained a 
wide diversity of wildlife, bird and plants for millions of years. 
Those with a love for flowers should be on the lookout for the 
oversized Rafflesia, the world’s largest bloom.

Your three-nights in the Belum-Temengor Reserve reaches a 
climax with a visit to Ruok Waterfall, a three-tiered freshwater 
wonder that delivers a cool moment of reinvigoration, ahead 
of visiting other destinations in Malaysia, or returning back to 
Penang island for an onward connection.

A true treasure trove of nature, 
the Belum-Temengor Reserve has 
existed for over 130 million years 
– older than both the Amazon and 
the Congo rainforests. Etched in 
the national archives of Malaysia 
as a protected area since 2007, 
this sanctuary has advanced the 
sustainable approach of leaving 
a minimal carbon footprint. 
Explorers on this four-day 
adventure will enjoy a journey 
around a site that dates back to a 
time when dinosaurs still roamed 
the Earth.   

Malaysia | Belum | 4 Days | Sustainable Trails

Natural Awe and 
Splendour at Belum



Leaving Vientiane in a south-easterly direction marks the 
start of an exciting five-day guided tour of a mesmerizing 
region of Laos. Following stops at two ornate Buddhist 
temples, we proceed to the riverside settlement of Thakhek 
– a land of rugged peaks, verdant-green landscapes and cave 
exploration at its best.

Our second day involves entering the subterranean world 
of Elephant and Nang Aen caves, which are pilgrimage sites 
for locals. After viewing underground Buddha statues, we 
enjoy some Lao cuisine, followed by a visit to the idyllic Nam 
Theun Reservoir. We then view the abundant hand-carved 
Buddha statues near Na Hin.

A tour highlight is a boat trip into the inner sanctum of 
Khong Lor Cave, along the Hin Boun River. This turquoise 
waterway flows 7.5 km into the colossal cavern and straight 
through to the other side of the mountain. Cruising along in 
the inky darkness, we will see the vastness of its limestone 
interior, which spreads up to 100 metres wide. Before night 
fall, we check into a local guesthouse and reflect on one of 
Mother Nature’s finest achievements.

A scenic drive from the capital 
Vientiane takes us into a world 
of Gallic flair. No region in Laos 
boasts so much couleure locale 
along the Mekong River. The 
laid-back Laotian equivalent of 
Thailand’s neighbour Nakhon 
Phanom, Thakhek’s connection 
with the French colonial era has 
been preserved for posterity. From 
an exploration point of view, the 
province has deep forests, caves 
and pristine nature for visitors to 
escape to a haven of peace and 
solitude. 

Laos | Thakhek | 5 Days | Active Trails

The Thakhek Loop



An early morning arrival at Sukhothai Airport starts three 
days exploration of this lower-north cultural hub from a 
new angle. Tasting local delicacies and admiring the time-
honoured creation of handicrafts are the agenda for the 
day. Our itinerary includes a visit to the 13th century rising 
Buddha statue at Wat Sri Chum, plus a leisurely cycle ride 
through ancient Sukhothai.

Alms giving, followed by a local market, are essential 
activities engrained in the early morning routine of many 
Thais. Experiencing saffron-clad monks collecting alms is a 
serene sight that will leave lasting memories. Then, ancient 
Sri Satchanalai takes centre stage. Once a satellite town 
of Sukhothai, this is seen as inseparable for a complete 
perspective of the Kingdom of Siam. We then visit a gold 
shop to conclude our tour of culturally rich Sukhothai.

Before our onward journey, a visit to a community centre 
reveals cooking traditions and handicrafts, such as the 
versatility of bamboo in everyday products – an example of 
the preservation of age-old practices.

The impact Sukhothai has made 
in shaping modern Thailand still 
resonates throughout the nation. 
Once the governing seat of the 
Kingdom of Siam, the aura of its 
former ruling centre flows through 
this UNESCO protected zone. 
However, its blissful position in the 
country’s hereditary storyline is not 
just focused on antiquities. Three 
days soaking up the splendour of 
‘The City of Golden’ brings forward 
elements often overlooked, but 
which also define Sukhothai.

Thailand | Sukhothai | 3 Days | Authentic Trails

The Other Side of 
Sukhothai



Our full-day tour of one of Vietnam’s most fertile regions 
starts with a delicious local breakfast with our host family 
before we undertake a breath-taking exploration of the 
verdant valley near Tu Le. Flowing from high, down into the 
Khau Pha Pass, the rice terrace unravels into the distance 
and our carefully selected viewpoints provide the best photo 
opportunities. We then browse a colourful local market 
which is the main commercial meeting point for indigenous 
tribes across the region.

After a local lunch, a 4 km leisurely hike provides access to a 
landscape no vehicle can reach. We are rewarded with views 
of the mesmerizing scenery of the outer rims of the Khau 
Pha Pass, towards the Hmong village of La Pan Tan. 

The bustling local market at Nam Khat enriches our cultural 
exploration, ahead of another brisk walk through the 
Ngoc Chien Valley where we take in exceptional views of 
a dreamlike landscape. Our tour concludes on a relaxing 
note at a mineral hot springs baths and we head back 
reinvigorated and refreshed to our accommodation near  
Yen Bai.

Meticulously placed, layer after 
layer, against the slopes of the 
rugged mountain ranges, a string 
of verdant, terraced rice paddies 
around Mu Cang Chai and Yen 
Bai are best observed when the 
green strains of rice are ready to 
be harvested. Languid Northern 
Vietnam ticks to a slower pace, 
much like the growth cycle of the 
rice crop, but beyond this idyllic 
agricultural scene lies a region 
with more to explore than meets 
the eye.

Vietnam | Yen Bai | 4 Days | Active Trails

The Valleys of Mu Cang 
Chai and Yen Bai



Australia – Map Australia – Introduction

Come explore with us.

The land Down Under requires no introduction; a vastness that 
spans from the Outback, to an endless coastline filled with 
deserted sandy shores. The eclectic mix of cities and towns with 
a true Aussie vibe are havens for exploration – be it for food, 
colonial legacies, wildlife, or cultural treasures.

Following in the footsteps of the original inhabitants, the 
Aborigines, one can get immersed in their diversity, their love 
for their lands, their cherished traditions and displays of art. 
Australia is a perfect marriage – a match made in heaven, 
where stylish and captivating cities offer contrasting experiences 
to nature found in the country’s expansive backyard.

Australia imbues quality, a destination for any season and with 
the travel professionals of Australian Tours Management at 
the helm, your travel Down Under will turn into unforgettable 
Explore Australia journeys.

Explore Australia
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An early departure from the hustle and bustle of Sydney 
to the verdant, rugged and intimate landscape of Mount 
Wolgan provides a perfect introduction to what’s in store on 
this tour. After settling into your accommodation, we end 
the day ‘Aussie style’ with great local food and wine.

Our second day’s exploration reveals how spectacular this 
location actually is. Accompanied by a guide, we get an 
insight into an indigenous world of flora and fauna which 
blends harmoniously with tales of a bygone era.

Community centres, with a mission to operate sustainably, 
provide us with leisure activities including horseback riding, 
heritage tours and wildlife observation. We then head back 
to our luxury resort to view the millions of stars that make 
up the almighty Southern Sky.

Leaving this amazing valley is not an easy choice, but with 
Sydney waiting to welcome you with open arms and a 
scenic flight to take in the city’s best known landmarks, our 
tour continues to hit the highs. The perfect ending to this 
exclusive journey ends with a sunset picnic on our final day.

From its rocky outcrops to its 
undulating hills, the Wolgan Valley 
was formed by the dominant-
flowing river bearing the same 
name. Part of the popular Greater 
Blue Mountains World Heritage 
Area, 150 km north-west of 
Sydney, romance, history and 
culture await visitors to this 
rugged destination. Our adventure 
concludes in Sydney where we 
enjoy exceptional wining and 
dining and sight-seeing. This four-
day excursion reveals the very best 
of New South Wales’ country and 
city exploration.

Australia | Wolgan Valley | 4 Days | Authentic Trails

The Secluded Valley of the 
Blue Mountains



Passionate about travel
Our offices span all the corners of our destinations, guided 
by the principle that travel is more than just an experience. 
Engrained in our DNA, no stone is left unturned to deliver 
exploratory memories in a respectful and sustainable way.

Customer focused
We speak your language! Our value-for-money approach 
with (y)our customer at heart has been at the forefront 
since our inception. We are driven in igniting the wanderlust 
in travellers, in every aspect with the aim to exceed 
expectations.

Global representation
Asian Trails prides itself on being present in every corner of 
‘our Asia’ with our own dedicated offices and professionally-
trained travel experts, backed by representative offices 
across the globe that offer support to our clients in their 
respective location and time zone.

No compromises
We take guests to the ‘Real Asia’ so they touch, taste and 
experience the beating heart of every destination they 
visit. This comes with the assurance of operating in line 
with our core value of ‘practicing what we preach’ – and no 
compromises on our high service standards.

Responsible operations
Choosing carefully, our approach in operating sustainably 
and supporting the right causes are recognized throughout 
the travel industry. From treading lightly where needed, to 
adhering to global standards, we ensure we contribute to our 
host communities and leave a minimal footprint so we leave 
our destinations in a pristine condition.

Own operations
A firm believer in operating in key destinations under our 
own name, Asian Trails is operational with more than 30 
owner-operated offices in East and South-East Asia. We cover 
all aspects of quality assured travel operations, from private 
to seat-in-coach tours, with strict quality assurance.quality 
assurance.
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