
Out of the Ordinary 
Tours for everyone

Explore Asia



Come explore with us.

Explore Asia is published annually to showcase some of the 
diverse range of experiences we offer across the Asia-Pacific 
region. It is our goal to meet the travel requirements of every 
visitor. With this in mind, our product teams have traversed 
to every corner of their home countries to develop exemplary 
tours for discerning guests.  

The captivating bonds with our destinations have been created 
through expert local knowledge and a deep connection with host 
communities. This enables us to produce exceptional excursions 
– be it hiking through a pristine mountain wilderness, or staying 
with an ethnic tribe in a homestay. 

The arrival of a new season enables us to reinvigorate our 
themed tours, including immersion in indigenous customs, 
viewing amazing art and learning new skills such as handicrafts 
and cooking. Join us as we set off on new adventures across 
Asia and beyond.

Explore Asia
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We are not discoverers – discoverers stumble upon 
the unknown unexpectedly. We are not adventurers – 

adventurers seek exciting activities for personal enjoyment. 
We are explorers – we purposely travel to undiscovered 
and less visited areas to deliver ground-breaking tourism 

experiences.  

We have clear strategies to achieve this. We gather all the 
available information regarding a proposed activity and cover 
every angle to achieve perfection. Only then do we start the 
exploration. We also pass this expertise on so you can offer 

your clients a truly authentic journey of discovery.  

Diversity is in abundance when you travel with us through 
‘our’ Asia. From picture perfect scenery to off-the-beaten 

track landscapes, our vast collection of trails form the canvas 
of the trip. The final choices are for our travellers to absorb.

Active Trails  
Put on your adventure gear and set off on a cycling or hiking 

trip with us to explore the great outdoors. We take you off 
established trails so you can truly connect with nature. 

 

Our Trails  

Authentic Trails  
We embark on journeys that touch the inner soul of Asia. 

We create colourful and exceptional excursions that reveal 
the true culture and natural splendour of our destinations 

so our guests leave with treasured memories.   
 

Cruising Trails 
Cruise ships, traditional Chinese junks, yachts, or riverboats 

– we have them all covered! Whether cruising on a luxury 
mega-ship, navigating under billowing sails, or travelling along 

a meandering river, we guarantee an inspirational voyage. 

Active Trails | Authentic Trails | Cruising Trails 



Romantic Trails | Sustainable Trails | Wellness Trails Culinary Trails | Essential Trails | Family Trails 

Culinary Trails 
Are you interested in the diverse dishes available across Asia? 
From fine-dining to street food, our tantalising trips cover 
every country’s cuisine and our local knowledge and contacts 
empower us to provide exceptional dining experiences. 

Romantic Trails  
The adage ‘couples who travel together stay together’ is at the 

heart of our romantic trails. From loved-up breaks in dreamy 
destinations to honeymoons, we keep the spark alive with 

bespoke excursions that cater exclusively for couples. 

Sustainable Trails 
As part of a committed approach to leave a location in the 

condition we found it, our sustainable trails follow a pathway 
that is beneficial to our host communities, with minimal impact 

on their environment.  

Wellness Trails 
We focus on the mind, body and soul on our wellness trails so 
guests can achieve a higher level of relaxation. The journey to 
complete rejuvenation is achieved through age-old therapies 

and modern treatments in serene locations. 

Essential Trails 
No visit to Asia is complete without visiting landmark 
attractions – the iconic structures that denote a destination. 
We take our tours to a higher level through innovative design 
that ensures our guests gain a deep connection.  

Family Trails 
Family-friendly is the basis of our fun-filled activities created for 
households on holiday. Our products take into account the needs 
of all family members, so kids and parents are kept entertained 
from sunrise to sunset.



Only accessible by boat, the lodge is the perfect place to 
escape civilization. It is one of only a few floating tented camps 
in the world and has been built using eco-friendly materials, 
including water hyacinth. To preserve the tranquillity, only 12 
tents have been erected.

Our stay involves a leisurely hike through the rainforest to a 
waterfall. According to conservationists, the area harbours 
over 100 mammals, including the clouded leopard and the 
Malaysian sun bear and over 500 species of birds. 

Another experience involves meeting fishermen who work 
on the Tatai River – an interaction that will give an insight 
into their relationship with the pristine environment. A day at 
leisure to relax is included, or we can use the free kayaks to set 
off on some solo exploration. Other options include waterfall 
trips, firefly and sunset cruises and village excursions. This 
resort takes the concept of glamping to a higher level. With 
our rejuvenation complete, we transfer back to Phnom Penh 
and the conclusion of five days in natural seclusion.

Wake up to the hypnotic sound of 
gibbon calls and birds singing as 
the morning mist rises over the 
forest-clad Cardamom Mountains. 
This is what we will experience 
from the deck of a luxury tent 
positioned on a floating pontoon 
along Cambodia’s rainforest-
fringed Tatai River. The 4 Rivers 
Floating Lodge, an eco-resort on 
Koh Andet Island in the south-west 
region of the country, will be our 
base for five days of solitude.  

Glamping in Cambodia 

Cambodia | Tatai | 5 Days | Sustainable Trails



This outing is an adventure in the truest sense of the word! 
We will be guided along roads that leave the modern world 
behind. A journey through an abundance of greenery brings 
us to longhouses deep in the heart of Sarawak’s fertile 
rainforest. After a guided tour of the locality and a warm 
welcome from the village headman, it is time to get a hands-
on introduction to the rich traditions of one of Borneo’s 
most ancient ethnic tribes.

After a night in the longhouse, we will awaken to the dawn 
chorus of jungle creatures serenading a new day. It is then 
time to set off in a four-wheel-drive vehicle to explore 
sublime scenery, including the 100-metres-high Selaan 
Waterfall. Lunch is served al fresco during this day of cultural 
enlightenment.

Ahead of saying farewell to our hosts, we will take a boat to 
a small settlement along the Selungo River. The rainforest 
is both the tribes’ supermarket and their pharmacy. They 
will give us a rich insight into the jungle’s bounty of herbs 
and plants that sustain and save lives. Our return to Miri 
concludes our adventure.

Escape to a completely different 
world with a stay in an indigenous 
tribe’s longhouse deep in the 
heart of the Sarawak jungle. We 
will discover a land where people 
earn a sustainable living from 
hunting and gathering and absorb 
the ancient traditions of the 
lesser-known Penan and Kenyah 
indigenous groups who live in 
rustic, stilted-homes. This four-
day get-back-to-nature excursion 
will reveal a simple way of life, 
free from the excesses of modern 
living.

Malaysia | Sarawak | 4 Days | Sustainable Trails 

Meeting Malaysia’s tribes



From the former capital of Yangon, we make our way 
to a charming community-managed lodge. Although 
the travelling distance is short, the change in scenery is 
immense. On arrival, we will be warmly welcomed by the 
village elders of Kyaikthalae, followed by a leisurely stroll 
to discover our new surroundings. We then get to watch an 
interesting demonstration of the local handicrafts industry. 

After a restful night in simple but functional accommodation, 
we will wake early to donate alms to the local monks on 
their early morning round and receive a blessing. This 
spiritual encounter will be followed by a hearty breakfast 
and an enriching day of cultural exposure. Our itinerary 
includes local farming practices, cooking techniques and 
pottery skills that date back to the 15th century.

As part of our ‘giving back’ responsibility to our host 
communities, we will take part in a tree planting initiative. 
The perfect day ends with dinner and a cultural show 
performed by residents of Kyaikthalae. Ahead of our journey 
back to Yangon, we will visit some local Buddhist shrines.

For a journey back in time, we 
head to the sleepy riverside town 
of Twante, a charming destination 
renowned for its fine pottery 
craftsmanship. Situated south-
west of Yangon on the banks 
of the Hlaing River, the main 
tourism draw is the 2,500 years-
old, 76-metres high Shwesandaw 
Pagoda. Our three-day break 
takes us on a community-based 
exploration of Kyaikthalae, a local 
village where life moves at a much 
slower pace.

Myanmar | Yangon | 3 Days | Authentic Trails 

Local life in Myanmar 



Engraved in history as a location where the infamous World 
War Two ‘Death Railway’ once snaked through serene 
countryside, Kanchanaburi is now celebrated as a leisure 
destination to enjoy the beauty of nature. Our exploration 
starts in the provincial capital where we board a train for a 
journey along one of the most amazing stretches of rail track 
in the world – Tham Krasae Bridge, a structure built by POWs 
that clings impossibly to sheer cliffs high above the river.  

We then cycle along jungle trails surrounding Hintok River 
Camp, our base for this tour. We will spend the night in 
tents furnished with beds, hot water showers and air-
conditioning. Our second day involves exploration of the 
swirling, seven-tiered Erawan Waterfall, a cascade that 
extends for 1.5 km from the top tier to the base.  

We will get the chance to meet villagers, witness their 
traditional cooking skills and find out how they maintain 
a relationship with the local wildlife. Dinner at a local 
restaurant is followed by a night beneath comfortable 
canvas. Our final day involves an insight into ethnic Mon 
tribe culture and a visit to a museum dedicated to war-era 
history, followed by the transfer to Bangkok.

See the picturesque province of 
Kanchanaburi in a new light on a 
sustainable tour that goes beyond 
the landmark attractions. Our 
three-day excursion soaks up the 
rich flora and fauna of the area’s 
green and pleasant countryside 
and touches on the human aspect 
of sustainable travel. Highlights 
include glamping at a jungle 
campsite, a world-renowned 
train trip and boating down the 
meandering River Kwai. This 
outdoors escapade reveals the best 
of this rural idyll. 

Thailand | Kanchanaburi | 3 Days | Sustainable Trails 

Thailand’s rural idyll 



Get a sense of liberty and set off on a five-day journey that 
takes in diverse scenery. Our drive takes us through ethnic 
communities and past elevated rice terraces that defy 
gravity and cling to the hillside in neat green patterns. 

Our accommodation combines unique homestays and 
hotels. Guided by a local expert, our route takes us past the 
Dong tribe’s rice terraces and into the Shui tribe’s territory 
of sprawling valleys. 

The last days of the tour are spent in the company of the 
Miao people. We will reside in their traditional wooden 
homes and adopt their outlook on life. Handicraft 
experiences abound on this excursion – we even have the 
chance to undertake a lesson in batik painting under the 
masterful eye of an expert. 

On our final day, the option exists to swap four wheels for 
two feet and enjoy invigorating hikes through some of the 
most amazing scenery on the planet as we trek to hillside 
farming communities.

A self-drive vehicle offers the 
freedom of the road as we take a 
different approach to viewing the 
dramatic landscape of limestone 
formations in Southern China. 
We can set our own schedule 
as we drive along a surreal, 
rugged landscape of stone peaks 
towering dramatically into the 
sky. The winding course alongside 
the Li River delivers the ultimate 
road trip. Get behind the wheel 
and embark on the adventure 
of a lifetime with exploration of 
mountainous Guizhou province.

China | Guilin | 5 Days | Active Trails 

Freedom on China’s roads 



Positioned three hours north of UNESCO-listed Luang Prabang 
and its bounty of temples and palaces is the verdant green 
landscape of Nong Khiaw. A visit to the sacred Pak Ou Caves 
marks the start of multiple days of home-stay relaxation, 
interspersed with leisurely day trips and insights into 
handicrafts. 

The key theme throughout this excursion is tranquillity from 
sunrise to sunset. The first two days revolve around Ban Lue, 
a settlement focused on spinning, weaving and hand-dyeing 
cotton practices. Time-honoured craftsmanship engulfs this 
town with guests being able to join in the fun. There is then 
ample time to sit back and let the serene environment of the 
Nam Ou Valley relax your mind and body. 

Ahead of the return to Luang Prabang, our last days are 
spent visiting remote riverside communities by long-tail 
boat and kayaking along small tributaries. Charming, simple 
accommodation is our base after viewing waterfalls and fishing 
villages. With all meals locally sourced and cooked, we will get 
a true taste of mesmerizing Laos, plus immersion into a laid-
back land that provides visitors with an insight into a forgotten, 
undeveloped Asia. 

A more authentic side of Laos 
is unveiled on five days of slow 
travel around the picture perfect 
destination of Nong Khiaw. Known 
as one of the country’s most 
photogenic spots, we explore a 
location that is bordered by some 
of the most dramatic scenery in 
South-East Asia. Nestled on the 
west bank of the Nam Ou River, 
we will take-in dramatic mountain 
and jungle vistas and experience 
fascinating culture and traditions.    

Laos | Nong Khiaw | 5 Days | Authentic Trails 

Slow approach in Laos 



Our five-day tour starts in an area less visited by tourists, 
Sidemen. This area provides a deep connection to a serene, 
rural environment. The drive to this sublime destination 
takes us through one of the ‘island of gods’ most stunning 
river valleys. 

Our day starts with rich cultural experiences, including 
instruction into the art of hypnotic gamelan music, as well 
as Balinese dance. You will be taught to play percussive 
instruments and learn some traditional dance moves. Our 
artistic theme continues on day two with instruction into 
Ikat, Balinese cloth dying, as well as forging precious metal 
into objects of art, overseen by skilled silversmiths 

We continue onto Candidasa on day three where we learn 
about Balinese cuisine – with ever-present Mount Agung a 
backdrop to our open-air cooking stations. On day four, our 
journey continues in a vintage, soft-top VW Kuebelwagen, 
a former military vehicle designed by Porsche that affords a 
360-degree view. Energising experiences follow on day five 
with visits to charming Tirtagangga village, leisurely hikes up 
rural trails and a boat cruise that concludes our tour of an 
area less travelled. 

Our exploration of East Bali 
reveals a treasure trove of diverse 
panoramas different from the 
more established beach resorts. 
Neat, patterned rice terraces 
cascade down steep hillsides to 
traditional villages untouched 
by the flow of modernisation. 
Overlooking this inspirational 
landscape stands 3,031 metres-
high Mount Agung, Bali’s highest 
volcano. Besides amazing scenery, 
our adventure takes us on a quest 
packed with culinary, cultural and 
artistic activities.

Indonesia | Bali | 5 Days | Authentic Trails 

East Bali highlights 



Also known as the ‘jackfruit village’ because of the abundant 
fruit plantations, Tomodachi Retreat was designed by an 
internationally renowned architect. All the accommodation 
faces Lang Hau Lake, which is connected to the Tich Giang 
River, creating a harmonious blend of natural elements. 

Located a one-hour drive from the capital Hanoi, this is 
the perfect place to enjoy exceptional physical and mental 
reinvigoration in pristine natural settings. Upon arrival in the 
morning, the spa therapists will outline healing therapies, 
including a macrobiotic diet – a refuelling philosophy based 
on food concepts drawn from Zen Buddhism, plus traditional 
acupressure and massage treatments and exercise routines. 

The afternoon is reserved in line with the retreat’s 
philosophy of relaxed pursuits such as cycling through 
fruit plantations, a leisurely walk, or kayaking on the lake. 
Tailored excursions to discover nearby Son Tay’s rich history 
of over 1,000 years, including the Citadel, Duong Lam 
ancient village, or traditional handicraft communities, can be 
arranged at your convenience. A stay at this idyllic resort will 
provide the opportunity to rediscover the best version of 
you, ahead of the return to Hanoi.

Embark on a journey to the inner 
sanctum of your mind during a 
stay at the Tomodachi Retreat, a 
fully inclusive spa resort that that 
will recharge your spirit and soul. 
Isolated from the hustle and bustle 
of city living, this green paradise 
features thatched bungalows 
that blend into the surroundings. 
For two-days, we will experience 
a serene and idyllic environment 
where the silence is only broken by 
the gentle sounds of nature. 

Vietnam | Hanoi | 2 Days | Authentic Trails 

Revitalise in Vietnam 



As part of the ‘greener’ Singapore drive, we will use the 
extensive public transportation system, with short walks 
between attractions. This guided tour visits three landmarks 
that signify Singapore’s sustainable path.

First is the Singapore City Gallery, a creative space that 
showcases the island’s dramatic transformation over the 
past 50 years. Forty interactive exhibits detail planning 
quandaries and inventive solutions to these challenges.

Next, is the Marina Barrage, a 350-metre wide dam at the 
confluence of five rivers to obstruct seawater and transform 
the downtown into the world’s largest urban reservoir.
Besides water storage, this provides leisure opportunities. 
The Sustainable Singapore Gallery gives an overview of the 
dam.

A champion for Singapore’s aim to contribute to a better 
planet, Gardens by the Bay sets an example through a 
myriad of advances. Living plants in the Super-Trees and 
extensive flora in the park help offset carbon emissions. 
Some of the trees also collect rainwater that feeds back 
to vegetation in the park. Our fascinating eco-tour will 
transform your view of this metropolis.

Behind the futuristic sky-scraper 
lined vista of Singapore lies a 
cutting edge ‘green’ movement 
few are aware of. In spite 
of concrete and steel and 
relentless urban development, 
the Lion City is a leading 
advocate of sustainability, with 
environmentally-friendly water 
systems, eco-sensitive buildings, 
efficient public transportation 
and energy conservation zones. 
These innovations have made 
the island one of the most eco-
friendly destinations in the world. 
Our quest uncovers this green 
revolution in its entirety.

Singapore | Singapore | 1 Day | Sustainable Trails 

Eco-friendly Singapore 



Leaving early to avoid the heat of the afternoon, we 
maintain an ecological approach by using efficient public 
transport. Guided by an expert, we visit bustling Shau Kei 
Wan wet market, ahead of hopping onto a local bus to the 
starting point of the walk.  

Depending on individual hiking speed, the route will take 
between three to four hours along a well-marked path from 
To Tei Wan to Big Wave Bay. The trail takes in spectacular 
views of Stanley, Tai Tam and the South China Sea. There is 
a sightseeing platform near the track’s 284-metres pinnacle 
at Shek O Peak. This provides a truly exceptional vista of 
southern Hong Kong, offshore islands and paragliders rising 
on thermals in the distance. 

On concluding the walk, we can take off our shoes and 
dip our feet into the ocean to savour the satisfaction of 
completing the Dragon’s Back. It is then time to return to the 
metropolis with a short bus ride back to the big city.

To get a different impression of 
Hong Kong, hike the Dragon’s Back 
– hailed as the world’s best urban 
walk. Although the island is famed 
for its skyscrapers, glitzy shopping 
malls and frenetic thoroughfares, 
it also has a surprising amount of 
peaceful green space. Open areas, 
including woods, mountains, 
beaches and wetlands, make up 73 
per cent of Hong Kong’s total area. 
Our 8.5-km walk will give us the 
opportunity to engage with nature 
and see a different side to this hub 
of commerce. 

Hong Kong | Hong Kong | 1 Day | Active Trails 

Hong Kong’s other side 



Australia | Map Australia | Introduction

Come explore with us.

The land Down Under requires no introduction; an immense 
vastness that includes remote and isolated rural communities 
in the Outback and an expansive coast dotted with stylish 
resort towns. On offer is an eclectic mix of cities and small 
communities with a true Aussie vibe, intermingled with ancient 
indigenous culture and modern Western elements.

Any trip to this amazing country involves walking in the 
footsteps of its original inhabitants; the Aboriginal Australians. 
Their respect and knowledge of the land and cherished values 
of age-old traditions and creativity, mirrored through their art, 
will leave you inspired. Australia offers exceptional experiences 
– captivating cities with fascinating attractions and diverse 
dining and an expansive Outback ‘backyard’ with dingoes and 
dreamtime.

With the travel professionals of Australian Tours Management 
at the helm, your Aussie adventure will involve a ‘true blue’ 
(authentic) experience.

Explore Australia

1

1  Perth

Perth 



Situated almost 4,000 km from Sydney by road and in 
a different time zone to the rest of the country, Perth’s 
seclusion has created a strong local identity.   

Our exploration reveals the history behind the development 
of the state capital of Western Australia, with a focus on the 
gold mining boom that initially created the wealth of the 
nation’s fourth largest city. A visit to the Perth Mint displays 
years of historical data and priceless treasures, each with an 
exceptional story. 

We also take in Fremantle’s cache of Victorian and 
Edwardian buildings, its bohemian vibe and the WA 
Maritime Museum, a symbol of this destination’s past, 
present and future as a coastal port. A short ferry ride takes 
us to Rottnest Island where we will overnight and explore 
the rugged landscape of this car-free location by walking 
and cycling along trails, while looking out for the cute native 
mini-marsupial quokka. 
 
The Swan Valley offers an epicurean adventure to sample 
local wines and cheeses – the perfect conclusion to a tour 
with immaculate taste. 

With year-round blue skies and 
framed by the turquoise sheen of 
the Indian Ocean, it is easy to be 
seduced by Perth’s natural charms. 
Australia’s sunniest capital city 
features some of the country’s 
finest beaches, water sports and 
fishing – but dig a little deeper 
and uncover a different side to 
the most isolated city of its size on 
the planet. Our four-day excursion 
reveals history and heritage and 
sublime scenery a short drive 
outside of the metropolis.   

Australia | Perth | 4 Days | Authentic Trails 

Picture-perfect Perth  



Ever-changing times require fresh and inspired ideas 
to blaze new pathways in travel. Time-honoured core 

values in our country offices form the foundation 
to create these new opportunities that present our 

continent in a different light.  

Travel is the ultimate enlightening experience – 
exploration of urban and rural landscapes stimulates the 
senses and shapes how we think about our planet and 

fellow global citizens.  

This online publication casts the spotlight on our 
illuminating tours. Come and join us as we create new 

and exciting trails across ‘our’ Asia. 

We operate with strict adherence to a code of 
conduct that respects the environment and our host 

communities. This is known as ESTEEM:
 

Eat locally; 
Stay eco-friendly; 

Transport alternatively; 
Experience meaningfully; 

Empower viably; 
Make a difference. 

Our unrelenting commitment is to work with our 
partners towards a more sustainable world so we can 
collectively minimise negative impacts. You can book a 
tour with us, safe in the knowledge that your activity is 

handled with a deep respect for the location and  
its people.

Slow paced travel Sustainable practices  
(ESTEEM) 



 Australia | Cambodia | China | Hong Kong | Indonesia | Laos | Malaysia | Myanmar | Singapore | Thailand | Vietnam

Out of the Ordinary Tours for everyone

Explore Asia


